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toum, the Cabinet drew a full telegram which stated that their
difficulties and objections were not removed as to this proposal,
and called for full information as to its bearing in several weighty
respects, as well as to the extrication of the garrisons and the
plan of consulting the chiefs or notables.
A telegram was also received from General Graham1 in which
it was proposed that he and the Admirala should issue a proclama-
tion denouncing Osman Digma as an impostor, and calling upon
the chiefs and forces to disperse : in the event of his continuing
to threaten Suakim, they were to force this dispersion: he did
not anticipate any very serious resistance. Doubtless Your
Majesty will refer to the terms of the telegram itself. Mr. Gladstone
has to report that the Cabinet were satisfied with the proposals,
and thought they ought to be authorized.
There was also conversation in the Cabinet as to the possibility
of an understanding with the Sultan as to the Soudan and es-
pecially the ports of the Red Sea. . . .
1034               Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                         WINDSOR CASTLE. 27 March. 1884.
Am greatly distressed at the news about Gordon and think
Baring only Statesman of any feeling. British troops cannot be
sent ; but you told me when I last saw you Gordon must be
trusted and supported and yet what he asked for repeatedly
nearly five weeks ago has been refused. If not only for humanity's
sake, for the honour of the Government and the nation he must
not be abandoned.
1035  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 491-2.)
COOMBE WARREN. 28th March. 1884, i p.m.
. . , Your Majesty refers, with your habitual accuracy, to
the language in which Mr. Gladstone when last at Windsor
signified his opinion that General Gordon should be trusted and
supported. Undoubtedly that was and is his opinion, and he
thinks it is to a large extent the predisposition of his colleagues.
On the other hand, he beHeves he also indicated to Your Majesty
1 Commanding in the Eastern Sudan.                 a Admiral Hewett.